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WPAC SAFETY COMMITTEE

• Established in 2014.

• Initial focus on combustible dust.

• Expanded to other occupational, health 
and safety matters, including lockout 
tagout, working at heights, confined 
spaces and process safety.

• Continuously progressive safety projects 
that reflect and respond to the needs of 
the sector.

• Work closely with WorkSafeBC and 
BC Forest Safety Council.



ROTARY DRUM DRYER SAFETY

Symposium (complete)

↓

Working Group (ongoing)

↓

Safer SOPs & Recommendations 
(Q4 2025)

↓

 Share learnings

(Q1 2026)

• Report published March 2026: Safe 
Operations of Rotary Drum Dryer Report

• Developed by a multi-stakeholder working 
group over the past two years

• Article summarizing the 7 habits that 
prevent fires before they start

• Upcoming 1.5-hour webinar October 27



SOP — WINTER TRUCK LOADING/UNLOADING

Symposium (complete)

↓

Working Group (ongoing)

↓

Safer SOPs & Recommendations 
(Q4 2025)

↓

 Share learnings

(Q1 2026)

• SOP published March 2026

• For truck drivers, operators, supervisors, 
maintenance, EHS and contractor

• Includes templates for use in facility

• Driver quick-reference

• Rescue plan/shift

• Step-by-step tipper unloading

• ½ hour webinar Nov 9



PROCESS SAFETY MANAGEMENT (PSM)



ONGOING AND UPCOMING SAFETY INITIATIVES

• Safe wood pellet handling and storage 
webinar on Nov 18

• Safety Hero

• Communications



PELLET.ORG/SAFETY



SAFETY INITIATIVES

pellet.org/safety 



SAFETY RESOURCES

pellet.org/safety 



FREE ONLINE OPERATOR 
TRAINING PROGRAM

Safety Foundation
Webinar Series

Plant Operators Health
and Safety Training

Professional Skills
for Supervisors

• Human-Machine 
Interaction (HMI)

• Safe Handling & Storage 
of Biomass

• Bow Tie Analysis

• Workplace Attributes
• Risk & Risk Control
• Legislation, Regulations & 

Tickets
• Health and Safety of 

Operators
• Upset Conditions
• Process Safety 

Management
• Combustible Dust & Gas
• Plant Operations

• Human Factors
• Orientation, Training & 

Skills Development
• Effective Safety 

Supervision
• Communication Skills
• Leadership Skills
• Due Diligence
• Hazard ID, Inspection & 

Investigation

wpaclearning.com 



WPAC SAFETY COMMITTEE

• Monthly 1-hr meeting

• Members are primarily from wood pellet and biofuel 
industry, UBC, WPAC, Forest Safety Council 

• Meetings include:

• Safety share

• Scenario and discussion

• Opportunity for industry discussions

• Updates to ongoing projects & info sharing

• Review of new industry requirements or 
government initiatives pellet.org/safety 



• Safer industry

• Greater cooperation 
across industry

• Improved reputation 
with public and 
regulators 

WPAC SAFETY COMMITTEE COMMITMENT 

pellet.org/safety 
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