
WPAC COMMITMENT TO 
GROWING SAFETY

Julie Griffiths
September 17, 2024

WPAC Conference



WPAC SAFETY COMMITTEE

• Established in 2014.

• Initial focus on combustible dust.

• Expanded to other occupational, health 
and safety matters, including lockout 
tagout, working at heights, confined 
spaces and process safety.

• Continuously progressive safety projects 
that reflect and respond to the needs of 
the sector.

• Work closely with WorkSafeBC and 
BC Forest Safety Council.

One-Stop Safety Resource

https://www.pellet.org/one-stop-safety-resource/


CRITICAL CONTROL MANAGEMENT (CCM)

• 1st significant PSM initiative

• Key outcomes:
• Improved understanding 

of operational hazards 
and ensuring 
effectiveness of 
safeguards.

• Bow tie analyses now 
developed for most 
plant processes. Credit: Obex Risk, WPAC, BCFSC, Premium Pellet Ltd.



OTHER SUCCESSFUL INITIATIVES 

• Inherently safer design (ISD) 

• Belt dryer working group

• Deflagration isolation

• Combustible gas

Photo Credit: CV Technology

Pellet.org/safety 



ONLINE OPERATOR TRAINING PROGRAM

• Developed by operations for 
operations. 

• Free state-of-the-art online learning 
platform with 17 modules for 
operators and supervisors.

• Webinar and factsheet to onboard 
new learners.

wpaclearning.com 



PROCESS SAFETY MANAGEMENT (PSM)

• Application to the identification, understanding 
and control of process hazards to prevent 
process-related injuries and incidents 

• Protects our facilities and people, access to 
affordable insurance, and our industry’s 
reputation

• Next 5-7 years

• Established Steering Committee

• Tools and resources currently being developed
*This project was funded by WorkSafeBC under an Innovation at Work grant. The views, findings, opinions, and conclusions 
expressed herein do not represent the views of WorkSafeBC.



• Monthly Safety Committee meetings

• Drum dryer working group

• Semi-annual meetings with WSBC

• 2024 Wood Pellet & Bioenergy Safety Summit

• Safety hero

ONGOING SAFETY INITIATIVES



• Safer industry

• Greater cooperation across industry
• Improved reputation with public and regulators 

WPAC SAFETY COMMITTEE COMMITMENT 

pellet.org/safety 
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